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DNR Accessibility Advisory Council Mtg. 
Monday, May 7, 2007 

Lansing, Michigan 
 
 
Advisory Council Present: 
 
  Duncan Wyeth, Michigan Commission of Disability Concerns (DLEG) 
  Rodney Haneline, Leader Dogs for the Blind 
  Jim Trinklein, MI Assn of Game Bird Breeders & Hunting Preserves 
  Bill Sheffer, MI Assn of Recreation Vehicles & Campgrounds 
  Aaron Harris, Safari Club 
  Roger McCarville, Disabilities Today (PBS) 
  Mark Velthous, Wheelin Sportsmen 
  Scot Severn, Paralyzed Veterans of America 
  Sophie Baker, Michigan Department of Civil Rights 
  Twyla Niedfeldt, Division of Deaf & Hard of Hearing (DLEG) 
  Scott Norris, Michigan Department of  History, Arts, and Libraries 
  Lucia Rios, Disability Network 
  John Witzke, MI United Conservation Clubs 
  Cindy Burkhour, Access to Recreation Initiative 
  Sandy Dorey, Oakland County Parks 
  Brigadier General Carol Ann Fausone, MI Department of Veterans Affairs  
  (via conference call) 
 
DNR:  
  Jerry Harris, Human Resources 
  Dan Lord, Parks & Recreation 
  Tami Pattison, Fisheries 
  Bill Pemble, Design, Construction and Customer Systems 
  Ken Wright, Human Resources 
  Erica Moore, Fisheries 
  Sharon Lawrence-Taylor, Human Resources 
  Bill Rogers, Wildlife 
  Brenda Curtis, FMFM 
  Jackie Waber, Law 
 
 
Meeting called to order by Jerry Harris. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes from the March 19, 2007 meeting were accepted without any 
comments or changes.  The minutes will be made available on the internet site. 
 
Agenda Setting:  Jerry indicated that meeting minutes, notes, pertinent documents, etc. 
will be promptly distributed to all council members and involved parties the week 
following the meeting.  This prompt disbursement will hopefully assist in timely 
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addressing issues and initiate regular contact between meetings.  The agenda for the next 
meeting will be distributed at least one week prior to the meeting to allow for adequate 
preparation.  Any agenda items should be proposed as soon as they are identified.  For the 
time being these can be directed to Jerry Harris at Harrisg5@michigan.gov or 517-241-
0002. 
 
Future meeting dates:  Next meeting June 25th, location to be determined.  Tentative dates 
for the following two meetings are August 13th and September 24th.  Locations for both of 
these meetings will be discussed at the June 25th meeting. 
 
Goals and Objectives:  A discussion ensued regarding the council’s goals and 
objectives.  It was suggested that an accomplishment report or a brochure indicating the 
DNR’s accessibility services be put together and made available for distribution.  A 
question was asked if there was a list of what parks are accessible and what accessible 
activities are available.  The park and recreation guide was referred to, as was utilizing 
the reservation call number 1-800-44PARKS.  Jerry pointed out that the DNR’s 
accomplishments are in an electronic format and are available on the intranet, but that yes 
the DNR could do a better job on getting our accessibility information out to potential 
users.  It needs to be determined the best ways to get the info out; more links on the 
website, brochures, hotline number, etc.  Not everyone has computer availability nor the 
knowledge to use them.  If any AAC member has any ideas for links for our internet site, 
for the time being provide them to Jerry.   
 
Michigan is the first state in the nation to develop an URL for disability resources.  The 
DNR should be linking to it at Michigan.gov/disabilitiyresources. 
 
There is a link under construction for accessible recreation that will be placed on the 
DNR’s internet home page.  It should be available soon and it will have screen reader 
capabilities. 
 
The State’s welcome centers are a good point of contact to get information out to 
potential users.  What about creating an area that is clearly identified as “Accessibility 
Information”?  Cindy Burkhour, from the Access to Recreation Initiative, indicated that 
she is working with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to feature 
accessible information on the travel Michigan website and that she might be able to get 
some contacts relative to the welcome centers.  She gave a brief overview of the Access 
to Recreation Initiative as she was unable to attend the first AAC meeting.  She also 
indicated that the DNR receives funds for these types of activities and that it may be able 
to be used in conjunction with MDOT for welcome center activities.  Cindy will show a 
brief video regarding the initiative at the June 25th AAC meeting. 
 
The idea of obtaining feedback from users was discussed.  It was identified that each 
State park has survey cards available.  A suggestion was made to add signage at the parks 
letting users know they can provide feedback. 
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What about looking at what other State’s have done and are doing?  Jerry stated all 
relevant information will be provided to all council members.  The best way to distribute 
these materials i.e. electronic, hard copy, etc., is still in development and will be 
discussed at a later date. 
 
Action Item:  Provide all AAC members with the latest Park and Recreation Guide.  They 
can review the guide and then let us know how many they would like for distribution. 
 
It was discussed that a legislative act established a citizens committee to look at the State 
Park System including accessibility.  It was discussed that the Accessibility Advisory 
Council (AAC) should be interfacing with this group and with other DNR services.  The 
AAC was provided the agendas for both the Natural Resources Commission meeting 
scheduled for May 10, 2007 and the agenda for the Citizens Committee for Michigan 
State Parks meeting that was held on March 28, 2007.  Comments were made that these 
agendas were very interesting and a request was made to include these for future 
meetings. 
 
Jerry pointed out that each AAC member should utilize their DNR Accessibility Team 
member (A Team) for information sharing and any questions.   
 
Action Item:  A list of all A Team members, their assigned council members, and contact 
information will be provided to all AAC members. 
 
A goal and objective is definitely to share information, identify what we’ve got and how 
we can get it distributed.  Everyone should continue collecting information to share. 
 
Bylaws:  Jerry provided a brief overview of the council and how it came to exist.  He 
indicated that the Governor was involved with the naming of the council and that DNR 
Director Rebecca Humphries had appointed all of the council members.  Jerry went 
through the bylaws and it was moved that they be progressed to finalization without any 
changes at this time. 
 
A question was asked regarding the composition of the members of the AAC and if it was 
outlined anywhere.  Jerry responded that it was done purposefully not to identify the 
specific composition of the council. 
 
A suggestion was made to develop a mission statement for the AAC.  There was 
agreement on this issue and it was identified as a future agenda item when the AAC felt 
they were ready to identify such a mission. 
 
Action Item:  A finalized version of the bylaws will be provided to each council member. 
 
Technology Update:  Bill Pemble provided council members with a DNR-AAC 
membership list serve and asked everyone to confirm its accuracy.  This will be a main 
avenue for communication. 
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Review of Opportunities:  Where should we be at to successfully get our information 
out.  What meetings, events, conferences? 
 
Two already identified;   1)  Michigan Rehabilitation Conference   

2) Sports and Recreation Expo.  We were able to get the 
entrance fee waived with this even based on some 
bartering but this will not always be the case. 

 
Discussion took place on how much involvement should there be from State employee’s?  
Council members?  Should we have a more active presence?  It was thought we should be 
able to get volunteers for each event where we want to be at.  Many council members are 
already attending many of these events and can represent the council as well as partnering 
with the DNR.  The Novi Abilities Expo would have been a good event to attend 
although that has been canceled in Michigan for this year. 
 
The Woods and Water show was identified as a good show for us to have a presence at.  
It is in September in Imlay City.  It was even thought that they may donate booth space to 
us. 
 
Deer and Turkey Spectacular- DNR already has a presence here. 
 
Trade shows for recreation vehicles, good place to be.  6 shows a year, Bill Sheffer says 
that we could probably get booth space here. 
 
Mark Velthous indicated that Bass Pro shop will be opening their store to Wheelin’ 
Sportsmen for a weekend coming up and that this may be a good opportunity for us. 
 
Take aways (trinkets) were discussed as being good things to have available.  Jerry will 
pursue looking into this. 
 
Again the idea of surveying users to get better information to work with was raised.  
SCORP-State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Program, does survey work.  We will 
be having a representative from this program giving a presentation at our June 25th 
meeting. 
 
It was suggested that Roger McCarville bring his Disabilities Today camera crew to a 
council meeting for a short segment to increase our exposure. 
 
The State Fair pocket parks were identified as a great public affairs activity. 
 
Good Contact identified:   Michigan Recreation and Park Association 
    Michigan Municipal League (MML) 
    Michigan Association of Counties and Townships 
 
It was suggested that we come up with a ½ page advertisement that people would be 
willing to put into their respective newsletters.  Jerry said that he would contact our 
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communication contact (Julee Hasbany) to discuss this.  Along these same lines we 
should be looking at National Publications as being a good avenue for communications.  
A short article could be authored and then sent for inclusion in these publications.  
Michigan Travel and Tourism should also be contacted for running an article there. 
 
Should there be a committee on media? 
 
John Witzke will contact Donna Stine and discuss trying to get something on the 
Michigan Out of Doors show. 
 
Jerry requested that everyone keep the ideas coming and for the time being to continue 
forwarding them on to him. 
 
Sandy Dorey will be providing a list of sports groups with disabilities to the council 
members. 
 
We need to make sure that all DNR sponsored activities are accessible, i.e. BOW 
activities, friends groups at the parks activities, etc. 
 
Travel Reimbursement:  Jerry provided an overview of the Executive Directives that 
have come out of the Governor’s office relative to the State’s budgetary crisis.  He asked 
for;  1)  understanding if there were travel reimbursement delays  2)  that if travel 
reimbursement was not absolutely necessary could the members forgo it and 3)  if anyone 
knows of any group that may consider donating money to keep this council going with its 
current momentum, to let him know.  When asked, Jerry said that he would estimate 
approx $3000 operating costs per year. 
 
Duncan Wyeth suggested getting in touch with Kate P. Walters (sp?).  She owns and 
operates a foundation out of Grand Rapids that supports efforts to promote inclusion and 
self-advocacy.  May be a potential contributor. 
 
Meeting Locations:  Open for suggestions.  Is Lansing a good central area?  
Communication access needs to be a consideration.  We can discuss this later. 
 
Election of Officers:  Issue was raised to discuss this today or defer to the next meeting.  
It was a consensus of the council members to defer to the next meeting.  This item will be 
placed early on the agenda for the June 25th meeting. 
 
If a council member wants to get into a leadership position, they should share that with 
the other council members.  Also if someone wants to nominate another member please 
also share that.  These requests can be sent to Jerry. 
 
It was the preference of the council that the leadership positions should be non-State 
employee members.  This would allow the council to remain autonomous from State 
oversight. 
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Action Item:  All council member bios will be sent out with the minutes of this meeting 
next week. 
 
It was discussed that a lot of communication is being done electronically.  It was 
determined it would be helpful if there was a short interactive web presentation at the 
next meeting showing everyone where items are located and how to get to them. 
 
Public Comment:  Jerry shared an e-mail he received from a citizen in Kalamazoo 
regarding a hunting issue.  Mark Velthouse stated he would respond to the gentleman.  If 
there are mobility issues with natural resource requests on the east side of the state, Scot 
Severn volunteered to be the contact for them. 
 
Networking between the council members and the DNR representatives was again 
encouraged. 
 
A suggestion was made to identify specialty groups to come to the council meetings 
bringing issues to be identified and discussed.  Allowing the groups to address and 
educate the council on various areas.  The council supported this idea. 
 
There is no formal mechanism yet on how to encourage public comment and 
participation in the council meetings. 
 
Announcements:   
 
MI Wheelchair Games are this weekend in Sterling Heights (5-11-07). 
 
Victory Games are next weekend (5-18-07) at Michigan State University. 
 
There are at least 5 fishing events with Michigan Sportsmen planned in Michigan that can 
be found at their website. 
 
There are all kinds of special events that could be identified and put on a calendar.  Send 
these to Jerry for the time being. 
 
Jim Trinklein of the Michigan Association of Gamebird Breeders and Hunting Preserves 
will have 15 min on the agenda for the next council meeting June 25th. 


